
1 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Easter 7 / Ascension              May 24, 2020 
 

WORSHIP FOCUS 
Christ rules all things for his Church. In the early 700s AD, there 
lived an English churchman known to history as the Venerable 
Bede. He was the great teacher of the middle ages, the man who 
divided history into AD and BC, the first great historian of the 
English language and a devout man of God. On May 25, 735 AD, 
on the great Ascension Vigil, Bede finished his translation of the 
Gospel of St. John into Old English. Then, on that day of 
Ascension, he died. From his deathbed, the Teacher of the Middle 
Ages spoke the words that have become the Prayer of the Day on 
Ascension. This beautiful prayer sets the tone for the day, 
beginning with a note of triumph and ending with a supplication for 
the Spirit and his work. 

 

THE SERVICE FOR TODAY 
Common Service 

(p.15 in the Hymnal) 
 

Personal Prayers for worship can be found on pages 10 & 11 as well as  
pages 134-139 in the front of the hymnal.  

 
Opening Hymn            171 v.1-4 
 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  
 
Confession of Sins                  p.15 
 
Prayer and Praise                p.16 
     Glory Be to God    
    

PRAYER of the DAY  (spoken together) 
Lord Jesus, King of glory, you ascended far above the 
heavens and at God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave 
us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at 
your command and by your power we may be your witnesses 
in all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
(Cong. Sings) AMEN. 
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First Lesson                  Acts 1:1-14    
1I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began 

doing and teaching 2until the day he was taken up, after he had given 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After 
he had suffered, he presented himself alive to the apostles with many 
convincing proofs. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
told them things about the kingdom of God. 

4Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not 
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for what the Father promised, which you 
heard from me. 5For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6So when they were together with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the 
time when you are going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that 
the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9After he said these things, he was taken up while they were 
watching, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10They were looking 
intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly, two men in white 
clothes stood beside them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you 
standing here looking up into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have 
seen him go into heaven.” 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mountain called the 
Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey 
away. 

13 When they entered the city, they went to the upstairs room where 
they were staying. Peter and John were there, also James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 
Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James. 14 All of them 
kept praying together with one mind, along with the women, with Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 

Hymn in Place of Psalm          169  
        Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
 
Second Lesson           Colossians 3:1-4  

1Therefore, because you were raised with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your 
mind on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life 
is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory. 
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Verse of the Day           p. 18 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Surely 
I will be with you always, to the very end of the age. Alleluia. 
(Matthew 28:20b) 
 
Gospel                      John 17:1-11a 

1After Jesus had spoken these things, he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son so that your Son may 
glorify you. 2For you gave him authority over all flesh, so that he may 
give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3This is eternal life: that 
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you sent. 
4I have glorified you on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 
5Now, Father, glorify me at your own side with the glory I had at your side 
before the world existed. 

6“I revealed your name to the men you gave me out of the world. 
They were yours; you gave them to me, and they have held on to your 
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me comes from 
you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me, and they received them. 
They learned the truth that I came from you. They believed that you sent 
me. 

9“I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you 
have given me, because they are yours. 10All that is mine is yours, and 
what is yours is mine. And I am glorified in them. 11I am no longer going 
to be in the world, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.”   

 
Apostles Creed                                   p. 19 
 
Hymn of the Day             173 

On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build  
 
Sermon Text           Colossians 3:1-4    
 

You Are United with Christ, 
So Be Devoted to Christ 

 
Create in Me                    p. 20 
 
Emily Wendorf Confirmation and First Communion 
 
Prayers and Lord’s Prayer            p. 20 
 
Closing Hymn                    171 v.5-6 

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  
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Closing Liturgy                           p. 25 

 

 
 

 
 

SERVING US TODAY 
Preacher – Pastor Benjamin B. Wessel 
Organist – Dee Ann Techlin 
 


